But I Have Prayed For Thee (Luke 22:31-32) 

God Interrupts Our Sifting 

Proposition: Every child of God can count on two things: 1) The sift of 

Satan. 2) the prevailing intercession of our Great High Priest. I want you 

to see three facts from this sift. 

I. The Initiation of the Sifting (Vs. 31) 

A. Satan is at the Heart of the Sift (Vs. 31b) 

B. Shipwreck is the Hope of the Sift (Vs. 31c) 

C. Self-assurance is the Happenstance of the Sift (Vs. 33) 

II. The Intercession in the Sifting (Vs. 32) 

A. The Christ of Intercession (Vs. 32a) 

B. The Concern of Intercession (Vs. 32b) 

C. The Construction of Intercession (Vs. 32b) 

III. The Interruption of the Sifting (Vs. 32c-d) 

A. The Recovery of the Sifted (Vs. 32c) 

B. The Reinforcement of the Saint (Vs. 32d) 
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1) ...place where I have no doubt I'm as strong as you can get." 
Little did Gorge MacDonald know that on the heels of these 
confident words, a sift was just around the corner. In the same 
manner we all know the claims of Peter to die for the Saviour 
and all the while the sift was around the corner. We are all 
vulnerable to Satan's sifting. But here in our text, we are assured 
of an interceding Christ. Every child of God can count on two 
things: 1) The sift of Satan. 2) the prevailing intercession of our 
Great High Priest. I want you to see three facts from this sift. 


2) ...ring his bell and his faith will flutter away like a chaff in the 
wind. And if your faith was left up to you, that phony plastic 
faith would fall off and be carried away by the wind, but as we 
will see later, our faith is not left up to us. 


3) ...marriage, job and God is looking around saying, "Where is that 
sift!" Peter left the door wide open. 


1) ...The Son of God, God the Son interrupting the sifting of Satan. 


2) ...left the door wide open for attack, thank God He ever livith to 
make intercession for His own. Robert Murray M'Cheyne said "If 
I could hear Christ praying for me in the next room, I would not 
fear a million enemies. Yet distance makes no difference. He is 
praying for me." 

3) ...there is no intercession by Christ and they are blown away by 
the wind of adversity and trial. Rember: John 17:9 / pray for 
them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast 
given me; for they are thine. Faith in a prayer prayed, in a 
baptismal exercise, or a card filled out in not anchored to the 
intercession of Christ. My faith is easily sifted and faith on my 
own would put me in hell. But my faith tied Christ's intercession 
is enough to see me through the sifts of life and place me on the 
streets of gold! 
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1) ...God to save 3000? The recovery of the sifted is a help to me!! 


2) 1 Peter 5:8-9 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the 
same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in 
the world. 

3) 2 Corinthians 1:4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that 
we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble... 


